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[bookmark: _Hlk146550650]Which Districts are Eligible for TAG Funding?
· Any district with one or more schools:
· With a federal designation of CSI, TSI, ATSI  
· In the lowest 10 percentiles on the 2022 state accountability system 
· Identified as underperforming
· All schools eligible in 2022-2023 TAG are eligible this year, even if 
2023 accountability data demonstrates they are not eligible
· More schools might become eligible based on 2023 accountability data
Not eligible: school served by the Strategic Transformation Office, charter schools, and virtual schools.
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Requirements for Districts Accepting TAG Funding
Districts and schools receiving TAG funds commit to:
· Engaging with assigned CSDP assistance staff (SSoS
· Regional Team or another CSDP team)
· Submitting updated district prioritization submissions to DESE
· Taking part in a CSDP-sponsored progress monitoring processes




TAG Funding Sources
TAG is comprised of two funding sources totaling $4,500,000:
1. Title I School Improvement funding (FC 325): $3,475,000
2. State targeted assistance funds (FC 222): $1,025,000
· All funds must be expended by June 30, 2024*

* All districts will have the option to extend the grant to 8/31/24

What is the same as last year?
· Most of the 2023-2024 TAG application looks like last year
· Same focus on district systems to support schools
· Same alignment with TAG funding to a district priority
· Still using EdGrants
· While most district allocations will be similar to last year, allocations may be different
· Funding is based on a range of eligible schools 
· More eligible schools means more funding 
· Minimum allocation is now $30,000
· End date for ALL districts is 6/30/24 (option for everyone to extend to 8/31/24)  
TAG Allocation Update
· When 2023 accountability figures are released later this month, we will add any eligible schools to your district total
· Schools no longer eligible will NOT be deducted from the district total for the 2023-2024 school year
· If the number of newly eligible schools increases significantly, the district may receive an increase in their TAG application



TAG Fund Use Example
Primary Purpose: to support the implementation of strategies in your district prioritization submission and monitor the progress of its implementation and outcomes
Let’s say your school is focusing on strengthening Tier 1 
Mathematics instruction
· [image: ]Stipends/substitutes
· External contractors and PD providers
· Instructional materials, technology, and supplies*
FY24 TAG Fund Use Alignment
· TAG funds should be aligned to each district’s District Prioritization Submission or a district identified priority for improvement
· Fund use recommendations have been aligned to core agency priorities: DESE's Educational Vision and CSDP Coherence Guidebook,
· Within those priorities, there are flexibilities in expending TAG funds


When is the TAG Application Due?

Application Deadline:
Tuesday, October 31, 2023
Districts are strongly encouraged to submit TAG applications in EdGrants prior to this deadline. District receive funds upon approval.


What Gets Submitted in EdGrants?
1. Enter Budget directoly into EdGrants template
2. Attach the TAG Narrative
3. Attach scanned copy of signed Cover Page

What Gets Submitted: Narrative
[image: ]



What Gets Submitted: Signed Cover Sheet


[image: Screenshot of grant application]
Grant Review Process
A DESE review team will review all submissions for:
· Alignment to district prioritization submission
· Technical requirements (e.g., budget details; signature pages);





· 
Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education	3

Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education	3

Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education	3

Question: What is the difference between fund code 222 and 325?

Answer: essentially nothing. They are accounting figures DESE uses to know where the money is coming from. They are subject to the same spending rules, same end date, same everything. 

Question: What if the 2023 data shows that we have fewer TAG eligible schools? Will our allocation be reduced?

Answer: No district allocation will be reduced in 20232024. Most district allocations will remain the same. A few may go up. Zero will go down.

Question: What if the 2023 data shows that we have more TAG eligible schools? Will our allocation be increased?

Answer: Maybe. If the new number of eligible schools increases significantly, then they could receive an increase.
	Frequently Asked Questions




	Frequently Asked Questions
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Next Steps for Districts
1. Consult with your regional SSoS team or other CSDP liaison 
2. As you develop your application, make certain it aligns to strategies in your district prioritization submission or other district identified priority
3. Upload application to EdGrants

Questions about TAG?
Substantive questions related to your application
Reach out to your regional SSoS team or CSDP liaison
Technical questions about completing grant forms:
Contact Michael Seymour michael.j.seymour@mass.gov
Questions about progress monitoring
Contact Erica Champagne Erica.Champagne@mass.gov
Link to RFP
· Targeted Assistance Grant RFP (includes district allocations, fund use examples, Part III Application/Narrative, and budget workbook with Cover Page)
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TARGETED AssISTANCE GRANT: FUNDED AcTIVITIES/STRATEGIES

In the table below please list each activity/strategy TAG funds will support. If necessary, rows may be added to this table.

Activity (ex.
Professional
development to
all elementary
teachers to
support
implementation of
new curriculum.)

Connection to
District Priority
(ex. High Quality

Instructional
Materials for
literacy in
elementary
schools)

Description: Provide either a brief explanation for how the activity/strategy
supports and/or enhances the implementation of the identified district priority
(one paragraph maximum per activity) or direct us to the location in the district
prioritization submission where the language is located (page or section).

Cost.

Specific Schools.
Supported by this
Activity (Ex. All
schools, OR X
Elementary School, Y
Middle School, and Z
High School)
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STANDARD CONTRACT FORM AND APPLICATION FOR PROGRAM GRANTS @

PART | - GENERAL

A. APPLICANT  District Name: ‘ - District LEA Code:

Contact Name:

Contact Telephone:

B. APPLICATION FOR PROGRAM FUNDING

Fund Code Program Name PROJECT DURATION Total Allocation
EROM To (enter u;l:llo?:l)ocalion
Fund Code 325 Targeted Assistance Grants Deon 6/30/2024 $0
Fund Code 222 Targeted Assistance Grants Approval 6/30/2024 $0
TOTAL AMOUNT REQUESTED: $0

(C. | CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS APPLICATION IS CORRECT AND COMPLETE; THAT THE APPLICANT AGENCY HAS
IAUTHORIZED ME, AS ITS REPRESENTATIVE, TO FILE THIS APPLICATION; AND THAT | UNDERSTAND THAT FOR ANY FUNDS RECEIVED THROUGH
ITHIS APPLICATION THE AGENCY AGREES TO COMPLY WITH ALL APPLICATION STATE AND FEDERAL GRANT REQUIREMENTS COVERING BOTH
[THE PROGRAMMATIC AND FISCAL ADMINISTRATION OF GRANT FUNDS

|IAUTHORIZED SIGNATURE: TITLE
» Instructions | FY24 Signature Page | FY25 Signature Page OPTIONAL FY24 Bud ... <
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TARGETED AssISTANCE GRANT: FUNDED AcTIVITIES/STRATEGIES

Please list each activity/strategy TAG funds will support in the table below. If necessary, rows may be added to this table.

Activity (ex.
Professional
development to
all elementary
teachers to
support
implementation of
new curriculum.)

Connection to
District Priority
(ex. High Quality

Instructional
Materials for
literacy in
elementary
schools)

Description: Provide either a brief explanation for how the activity/strategy
supports and/or enhances the implementation of the identified district priority
(one paragraph maximum per activity) or direct us to the location in the district
prioritization submission where the language is located (page or section).

Cost.

Who is Supported by
this Activity?
(Ex. 1. The district
OR
2. All schools
OR
3. X Elementary
School, Y Middle
School, and Z High
School)
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